
Step By Step Vascular Guide 

This guide is to help with a step-by-step illustration on how to use Vidistar for Vascular Studies. 

First thing to do is log into Vidistar. Double click the icon that should already be on your desktop. It will 

bring your default web browser to this screen. 

 

Once logged in you will see a study list that will display the individual studies for patients. If a patient has 

more than one study the patient will be listed more than once. The studies displayed will depend on 

which search filter is being used at the time. In the case of physicians this is normally a “To Be Read” 

filter so the physician will know what studies need to be read and will not need to actively look for them 

on the list. Here is an example of a study list. 
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The tabs across the top allow you to use a few different functions of Vidistar. Study list is where patients 

would be selected from to be displayed, study tree is where items can be merged and deleted, media is 

where “burned” studies .iso files can be downloaded, and system settings is where the user’s 

information is and where the password can be changed. The others shown are beyond the scope of this 

guide. 

 

Directly below these tabs is the filter options, basic, advanced, and nested filter. 

The basic filter is exactly how it sounds with options for name, ID, and a date range. 

The Advanced filter is where most preset filters are created. There are multiple options, but the filter set 

to make a list of to be read options that the read patients fall off the list is, assigned user set to the 

reading physician and then final report is set to “scheduled”. 

Nested filter is where multiple fields are able to be searched at one time. There are also options for 

searching the patient list for certain instances or specific items, such as all patients with an Aortic Valve 

Area <1.5. 

  

 

 

To save a filter the user is able to click save as preset in the top right corner. The default preset can be 

saved as saved as the preset that opens when Vidistar is started. This is done with the manage presets 

option beside save as preset. 
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Undesired presets can also be deleted from here as well by highlighting the preset and clicking the red 

minus sign in the top right of the manage presets window. 

 

Below is an example of how a physician’s list may look with a “To Be Read” filter set up. If a physician 

needs to view a patient that has been read they can click the preset drop down, then the All option, and 

then proceed to search for the patient. 
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To open a study simply click on the patient in the list once. There is no need to double click, and doing so 

may open two browsers causing a delay in the study opening. 

Once the viewer is open a normal setting for physicians is to have the report editor to automatically 

open with the patient, choosing the correct final report type and prelim data based on the information 

entered by the technologist. Below is an example of the viewer. We also have a setting for a single 

monitor for report editor and image viewer viewing. There will be an example of this below the 

individual viewer. 

 

1. This is where the image, cine or static, will be displayed. Below the cine loop can be stopped and 

moved frame by frame using the stop icon and the left and right arrows beside it. 

2. This is where the reports for this study are located. If an amendment is needed on a final click 

on the intended report to highlight it and then right click, this will bring up a menu, select 

“Amend”. A report editor will be opened with the same information as the selected final report. 

Changes can be made, then sign the report again. There will be an instance of both reports for 

record keeping. This is seen in the example. 

3. Thumbnails is a quick and easy way to find specific images in the study. Find the image and click, 

the viewer will move straight to that image. 

4. This area will display the other studies the patient has within Vidistar. There will be more on this 

later about side by side comparisons. 

5. This area will be where annotations and measurements are selected. 

 

  Annotation 
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  Arrow 

  Distance Measurement Tool for 2D images 

 Point Tool for measuring peaks on Doppler Images 

  Magnification and Editing Tools: Pan, Zoom, Loupe, and 

Brightness/Contrast 

 Display Tools: The Ratios change how many panes are displayed in 

the window, and the blue arrows will scroll through images individually 

Example of viewer and report editor together: 

 

When this feature is used the user can click the “Show report preview” button in yellow at the top right 

to alternate between the images and the report preview. All functions of the viewer and report editor 

are available. To access the thumbnail, priors, or reports windows click the icons on the side bar on the 

far left. 

To bring up a side by side comparison of a previous study we need the priors tab open. 

  The study in red text is the current study open and the one to be edited. 
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Double Click on the desired study for comparison. 

 

Notice that there are now two tabs indicated by the red arrows. These tabs are the individual studies. 

Also note that if a PDF report is opened from within the reports section this same thing will happen. To 

see the studies side by side click “Layout”, and then “Show 2 Series” and the studies will be displayed 

side by side. 
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The Report Editor 

 

The workflow of the report editor is to work from top to bottom, and then work across the top with the 

tabs that need editing. As a physician unless things need changing you can mostly skip the profile, 

diagnosis, indications/history, and procedure tabs on the side. 

The side tabs correlate to sections on the report. Please note in the example that the right and left 

carotid side tabs are yellow, this indicates there is information in the report that can be found within 

those side tabs. If a tab at the top is yellow this indicates there is information there as well. 

The Specific areas within the findings (body) of the report will be laid out as “Right Carotid”, “Right Leg”, 

etc. 

The report will be created using check boxes to place those phrases in the report preview. If there are 

drop down boxes those can be clicked to make another selection to edit the phrase displayed. For 

phrases like the one in the below example clicking the box will enter a simple phrase and the more that 

is added with the blank drop down boxes the more will be added to the phrase. 
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In the instance of a final report the physician will see how the technologist created and signed the 

preliminary report (worksheet) before assigning it to them. Any changes made will be reflected on the 

final report and this is the report that will be sent by the fax server or integrated into the EMR. 

 

If it is desired to change the phrasing of the statement for just this report, the user can hold the CTRL 

key and click on the text of the phrase in the report editor on the left side. This will NOT work on the 

right side of the screen. The ONLY way to make changes to the right side is through editing the left side. 

Once the user is finished editing the phrase click OK and the report preview will display the changes. 
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A quick option for adding phrases to the impressions area is to right click on the text, just like the CTRL 

click option, the phrase will turn purple and will be in the findings and impressions area. If the user 

wants to change it back to only being in findings simply right click on it again and it will turn yellow again 

and be found only in findings. 

Please note if Tech Comments is in yellow the tech is trying to communicate information that is not 

desired on the report to the physician. 

Once the report is completed and satisfactory click the green “Sign Report” button at the top of the 

window. It is normal that the system is set up to close the patient once this is clicked. 

If the advanced filter is set to show only patients that need to be read the patient should be removed 

automatically from the study list. Now the user can choose a new study to read. 

 

 


